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PETER RAVEN RECEIVE S WORLD ECOLOGY AWARD  

Dr. Peter H. Raven, President, Missouri Botanical 

Garden received the 2007 World Ecology Award from 

the Whitney R. Harris World Ecology Center at a gala 

dinner held at the Missouri Botanical Garden on May 4, 

2007. 

Described by TIME magazine as a Hero for the Planet, 

Raven champions research around the world to preserve 

endangered plants and promotes the cause for biodiversity 

conservation and sustainable development. He is the 

recipient of numerous prizes and awards, including the 

prestigious International Prize for Biology from the 

government of Japan; Environmental Prize of the Institute 

de la Vie; Volvo Environment Prize; the Tyler Prize for 

Environmental Achievement, and the Sasakawa 

Environment Prize. He has held Guggenheim and John D. 

and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation Fellowships. 

In 2001, he received from the President of the United 

States the National Medal of Science, the highest award 

for scientific accomplishment in this country. He is a 

member of the academies of science in Argentina, 

Brazil, China, Denmark, India, Italy, Mexico, Russia, 

Sweden, the U.K. and the Pontifical Academy of 

Sciences. 

For over 35 years he has guided the Missouri 

Botanical Garden to become a world-class center for 

botanical research, education, and horticulture display. 

The Garden is a leader in botanical and ecological 

research in Latin America, Africa, and Asia, with strong 

programs in North America as well. 

He has written numerous books and scientific 

publications and is the Engelmann Professor of Botany 

at Washington University in St. Louis. He received his 

Ph.D. from the University of California, Los Angeles, in 

1960 after completing his undergraduate work at the 

University of California, Berkeley. 

 

Piper is a pan-tropical plant genus 

of mostly shrubs, but including a 

few vines, herbs, and small trees. 

The most famous species is Piper 

nigrum from which black and white 

pepper are derived. Piper species 

are hardy plants with numerous 

medicinal properties that have made 

them important to humans 

throughout the world. At least 1,000 

species are known, mostly from the 

New World and Asian tropics. The 

fruits are an important food for 

many bat species. 
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Missouri Botanical Garden 

(Photo: August Jennewein). 
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Anna Harris, Whitney Harris and Peter Raven at the World Ecology Award dinner held at the 
Missouri Botanical Garden on May 4, 2007 (Photo: August Jennewein). 

 
PETER H. RAVEN WORLD  ECOLOGY RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP  

The Whitney R. Harris World Ecology Center has established a new endowed scholarship in 

recognition of the significant contributions of Dr. Peter H. Raven in promoting botanical and 

ecological research and conservation in many parts of the world. The fund has been established 

through the generous support of sponsors and attendees at the World Ecology Award gala dinner 

held at the Missouri Botanical Garden on May 4, 2007. In particular, the Center acknowledges the 

lead gifts received from Anheuser Busch Companies Inc., Leo and Kay Drey, Jane Buchan and 

Jim Driscoll , Whitney and Anna Harris , Diane Herndon, David and Dotty Kemper, Hal and 

Carole Kroeger, Monsanto Inc., Stephen and Jenny Trampe and Sage and Lee Wightman 

(Dula Foundation). 

WORLD ECOLOGY CENTER  TO RECRUIT DIRECTOR  

The Whitney R. Harris World Ecology Center has embarked on an international search for a senior 

scientist to lead the Center as Director. The successful candidate will be an excellent scientist 

pursuing active research in tropical biology, ecology, systematics or conservation. The Director will 

provide visionary leadership for the Center, raise funds from a variety of sources and generally 

promote the Center by developing its teaching, research and outreach programs. 


